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Bill: Divorce Act Amendiasot, ia.
Addrea-ie-reply, ninth day -. 1

The PRESIDENT took the Chair
and read prayers.

B3ILL-DIVORCE ACT AMED
Introduced by Hon. J. Nicholso,

first time,

ADDRESS-IN-REPLI

Ninth day.

Debate resumed from previous

Hon. E. ROSE (South~iweat): It
intdntion to speak on the Address
owing to the unfortunate absenci
league (Mr. Ewving), I have been
.a few words. I wish to add my co
to you, Sir, on your elevatioft to
President, hand I feel certain no mi
Rouse, or any future member, wi]
your appointment to the position
amy deep regret at the death of Sir]
.a gentleman whom wre all learned
love; and we hope that you, Sir,
his footsteps, will live long to ocem
as President. I am pleased that
knent are continuing in a prscti
'settlemeont of the men on the la
no doubt, one of the heat'ways of
-deficit which has been accumulati
lst three or four years. The deficit
to three million pounds, and ther'
way to cope with it-by inereasinj
To increase production, we must si
a. systematic way, not Only to settle
soldiers, but to provide land for
England or other parts of the wc
it. In settling soldiers on the la,
make country life more attractive
been, In the past, the pioneers ha
fled to go into the back blocks and
own, without any conveniences in
telephones, telegraphs or mails.
have altered, and we should cc
farming more attractive for settletrs
provide telephonic commuuieatii
possible and, -in the back blocks
run only once or twice a week, -we
means of running motor carriages
These would be inexpensive and
for passenger traffic and for ca
and mails. The pioneers in the
deserve every possible assistance
nmeans I suggest were adopted, the
would be assisting them and woul
life much more attractive than i
South-West we have a huge area
territory, We have sufficient Ia
-settle thousands and thousands
From Fremantle to Albany, bi
Katanning and Narregin district
hundreds of thousands, if not miU

of land which in time will be occupied and
cil, sittled. I am pleased the present Government
1919. are tackling this problem in a proper and system-

atic way. Until such time as the land has been
opened up, and a, portion of iti cleared, it will

PAGE not be possible to push ahead with settlement.
251 There are thousands of returned soldiers who
2.5 require a lot of education and a lot of assist-

ance before they go Cn the land. To educate
at 430 pm., the men going on the land, I advocate the estab-lat , 3 p~,,lishment of agricultural colleges. I am sorry

the Brunswick State Farm is to be cut up and
sold for settlement. That might have been

fDMENT. more profitably employeil by the Government
fDMENT, if they bad founded an agricultural college

n and read a there, being, as it is, in the midst of the dairying
industry, where a college is so badly needed
for the education of the young men in the in-
dustry. The Brunswvick State Farm has suffi-
cient buildings to accommodate a great number
of men, Only this morning I had my eyes

day. opened by a visit to the Ugly Men's Association
day. school in East Perth. There were over 100 men,

was not my all returned soldiers, being educated in every
-in-reply hut, branch of work required on the fs~rm--carpcn-
aof my co]- tering, blacksmithing, repairing harness, macb-

asked to say inery, and so forth. These men, I understand,
ngratulatiens have been turned down bV the Repatriation
the office of Board because. they had haid no previous ex-

emnber of this perioee of farming. It is thu intention of the
11 ever regret Association to extend the premises to make
n. I express room f or several hundreds of men, and thus fit
Jonry Briggs, them for settlement on the land. This is a
o esteem and capita] idea and one which should he carried

following in further. We should have an agricultural college
ipy- the chair in the eastern districts and another in the South-
the Govern- west. The reason I advocate two is because

cal way the the conditions of the country are totally different.
ud. This is, The South-West is more of a dairy ing district,
stopping the and the eastern districts are more suited for
g during the wheat-growving and sheep raising. When we
now amounts consider the amount of money we are sending
ais onily one out of the State every yecar to purchase agri-
Sproduction. cultural produce, mainly dairy produce--nearly

et to work in a million pounds a, year-ve cannot help realis-
our returnpd ing how far the expernditure of that money in

anyone from Western Australia would go towards stopping
*rld requiring the deficit with which u-u are faced annually.
rid, we must I am not at all afraid of the future of Western
*than it has Australia or of the State not being able to meet
we been satis- its obligations. When the amnount of the sinking
start on their fend is deducted from the total deficit, we are
the shape of only about £300,000 to the bad, and the Western
Now things Australian sinking fund amounts. to mote than

rtainly 'make those of all the other States pus together. There-
. We should fore, why should uws be croaking pessimists ?I
on wherever do not agree with Mr. Sanderson, who is allways
where trains complaining about the deficit .-and about the
should devise State going to the dogs. The huge State of
on the lines. Western Austral-ia, wvith its good land, if properly
would suffice settled with the population it should have, would
rying pareela very soon overtake the deficit. I expect to see
back blocks the deficit continue for the next two years but,
and, if the after that, us should be able to reduce it adtd,
*Government in a very few years e-,tinguish it. Instead of
di make their sending a million pounds away every year for
tis. In the farm produce, we should be5 exporting. A few
of very rich years ago we had to import all the wheat and

ad there to flour required in Western Australia, What are
of farmers, we. doing to-day ? We are exporting and the

ecluding the great stacks of wheat are a monument to the
;s. we have present Premier (Mr. Mitchell). I hope the
ions, of acres Mitchell Government, at the expiration of their
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term of office, ill be able to point to the settle-
maent of the South-Wet as an equally fine monu-
ment to their adiministration. As regards agri-
cultural education, every man taking up farming
must learn the art. At one time people thought
anyone was good enough to go on the land. If
a man was not good enough to take a position
in an office or to enter a profession, people said-
"Put him on the land." Now it is recognised
that men going on the land require brains just
as much as in ay other occupation. The
Government should give all possible encourage-
ment to the secondary industries such as butter
and bacon factories. As regards butter factories,
I would like more uniform treatment meted out.
When the Government advance money to start
such factories, there should be a settled rate of
interest. The promoters of the factory in
Bunbury were able to borrow £5,000 a coopl9
of years ago at 64 per cent, interest. In Northam,
a factory has been started and the Government
have lent them £5),000 for the first year free of
interest, the second year two per cent., third year
three or f our per cent., and after that an incrased
rate of interest together ith sinking fund.
All such industries should have the same assist-
ance; on the same terms Numerous factories
are starting all over Western Australia, and I
hope the assistanc; given to that at Northami
will be extended to all of them. For the first
time the Government have thought fit to mention
Collie coal in the Governor's Speech. The
Collie coalfield is one of Western Australia's
greatest assets, ad it is about time that the
Government realised the benefits of the coal
industry to Western Australia. The Collie
miners have been very loyal to Western Aus-
trahia throughout the strikes which have occurred
all over the world. Here we have had sufficient
coal all along for home consumption and also
for the bunkering trade. In the past Collie
coal was regarded as useless for bunkering pur-
poses, but now that the ships have been obliged
to fall back on it, they find it very good. I
consider that the railways should in the future
be run exclusively with Collie coal, as is now
being done. The Government will, I trust,
continue to encourage local. industries as they
have been doing. I was pleased to learn this
morning that there have been good rains in the
North-West, and I hope that they will continue
right throughout the Gascoyne and the Hur-
ehison district. I am sorry Mr. Mills is not
present. Some statements made by that hon.
member the other day regarding the South.
West show his ignorance of that district. As
a member of this House he should, I think,
have made himself better -acquainted with the
conditions there. He said that a friend of his
who had resided in the South-West for 30 years
compared that district to a potato with eyes
for good land and all the rest bad land. 'if Mr.
Mills knew the South-West as I do, ho would
consider that the position is the other way about.
What was considered some of the worst land
of the South-West is now believed to be some
of the very best ; that is, from Pinjarra right
through to the plains country. Properly drained
that land would be some of the very best in the
State. Between the railway and the coast
there are large areas of land which could be put
under proper cultivation. Similarly, in the
eastern districts what were considered useless

sand plains are now known to be some of the
best wheat growing areas in 'the State. As re-
gards settlement of the South-West, I think we
shall have hundreds of thousands of settlers
there in years to come. I agree with Mr. Miles
that the North-West should not be neglected,
but where, a hundred returned soldiers could he
settled in the North, a thousandl could be settled
in the South-West. I do not believe in neglecting
one part of the State in order to ssist another,
hut the Mitchell Government have already
mentioned that the North-West is to be settled,
In the matter of prices of food, there is now
room not only for the grazier but also for the
dairyman and the wheat grower. Vast areas
of Crown land in the North-West remain unoccu-
pied, and these must he taken up and settled.
Between Wyndham and Derby there is land
over which I have travelled, and I say that when
this land is opened up it will carry considerable
settlement and lead to a large increase in the
number of our cattle and sheep. With the
establishment of freezing works it is to be hoped
that the prices of beef and mutton will be redycd
very considerably. I do not wonder at anyone
crying out against the present prices of beef and
mutton and other necessaries of life. *The man
working for 10Os. a day must find it extremely
difficult to make ends meet. The Government
certainly have a policy for settling the South-
West, hut I should strongly advise them to be
careful in their purchases not to pay too high
prices for hilly country. My experience of
that couintry is that it cannot be cultivated,
being too steep and being liable to scour out and
wash away into the flats. From what I hear,
some of the land repurchased for closer settle-
ment is too hilly, and the prices paid for it are
such that the land is over-capitalised, so that
the sattler on it will not have good prospects
of success. The South-West And also the
eastern districts certainly require additional
railway communication. I know some hen.
members hold that for the present we have
done sufflcient in the way of railway construe-
tjon and should not incur further expenditure
on that for some time ; but cheap lines might
be constructed, at a cost of £1,000 to £1,500
per mile, in the good land which is not yet settled.
I would not advocate expensive lines capable
of carrying traffic at high speed. All that is
needed is a railway capable of carrying products
and passenger traffic at a moderate rate
of speed. Spur lines might be constructed
in the country between Bridgetown and
Albany which will give a living to settlers
on blocks of 10 or 20 acres. That a very
good living can be made on blocks of that
size has already been proved in the South-West.
A settler told me recently that he had bought
five acres of land in Benger -swamp last year,
and had put in three acres of potatoes, with
the result that he had already paid the price
of the land and his working costs and now had
the land to the god. Dozens of other settlers
have been similarly successful. One of the best
planks in the Government policy is the opening
up of the country. Lime is badtly needed by
our agriculturists, and I anm glad that the lime
deposits are being developed. This will be of
great advantage to the farming industry. There
are, various other matters I might have touched
on, but I do not think it necessary for mue to d
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4so now, as other members have spoken on them
it length. I am sorry that Mr. Ewing is un-
avoidably absent. Mr. Mills happened to say
that the South-Western country was useless,
as8 was evidenced by the fact that a number of
the old settlers had left the South-West and
cleared out to the North. But the hon. member
forgot to say that all the yaung men who left
the S'outh.West for the North, as soon as they
had made a little money returned to the South-
West and took up land there. If those young
fellows, including myself, had had the assistance
of the Government to the extent of A1,000 in
settling on a, farm in the South-West, I know
none of them would have gone to the North
and spent the best part of their lives there.
Numbers of settlers in the South-West have
done well without Government assistance, and
are, in fact, independent to-day. As regards
Mr. Dodd's remarks on socialism, I am a socialist
to A certain extent and in certain respects, but
I do not think the Government should largely
compete with private enterprise.

Hon. J. W. HICKEY (Central): .1 regret
vary much that circumsitances over which I
have no control have prevented me from giving
much thought to the contents of the Governor's
Speech. However, permit me, Mr. President,
to join in the congratulations which other mene-
hers have tendered to you on your election to
the presidential Chair, a position which I feel
certain you will fill with dignity, and with entire
stisfaction to yourself and to the House. I
had not the pleasure of previously sitting in
this Council with Dr. Saw, and I now join with
other members in heartily welcoming him ona
his return from the Front, where he has given
of his best skill and energy in the relief of suffering.
Recently I read a book giving a description of
the heart-rending cases which come before
the medical man and his able assistant, the
nonse, at the 'Front. However, let us hope that
this war will be the last; that the curtain,
having been rung down- on the greatest war
of history, will never rise on such events again.
Millions of money have gone up in smoke, and
the flower of humanity has gone under. With
regard to mny old friend Mr. Panton, my pleasure
at his advent to this Chamber is second only to
the more significant view I take of his election.
I allude to the good judgment of the people
of the province which he now represents here.
I took a eerteain part in the election at Albany
some few months ago, spending about a fortnight
in the district. I suppose. I may claim to he
one of the 14 " ipruikors " who took part in the
election. Mr. Scaddan, who was nb~t even a
.member of Parliament although a Minister of
the Crown, was holding, I consider, a most
indecent position, and one which constitutes
a disgrace to responsible government. At the
same time it must he acknowledged that the
people of Albany took the samte view of Mr.
Seaddan as the present Government have taken,
inasmuch as Albany returned Mr. Scaddan
as its member.

H-on. H. J, Saundars: Very sensible, too.
Holz. ,1. W. HICKEY : Possibly ; but the people

of Albany will have an opportunity of reviewing
their judgment on a future occasion. How-
ever, those people elected Mt. Seaddan. But,
having an interest in the election and having

visited various portions of the electorate, I was
at a loss to know what particular line of action
Mr. Seaddan would follow. I knewv perfectly well
that if he touched on polities at id] he was gone.
I hardly knew what other line he was going to
adopt. My first attendance At one of Mr.
Scaddan's meetings was at Mt. Barker, where he
spoke for About- 40 minutes without touching
on anything at all in the nature of polities. His
whole stock in trade was lawv and ceder. Mr.
Scadda~n placed before the people of Albany the
issue that they bad to decide between the
negation of law and order, as represented by Mr.
Johnson, and constituted authority, as represented
by Mr. Seaddan. He told them that if they
supported Mr. Johnson they would he
standing for Bolshevism and mob-rule and
for the red-raggers of the Trades Hall. We
have heard that sort of thing before. Mr.
Scaddan persisted that the only issue that
mattered was mob rule versus constituted au-
thority. Evidently the voters took him at his
word, for they elected him by a large
majority. It must be remembered that the
election took place shortly After the trouble at
thle Fremnantle wharf, and that the electors of
Albany were, far removed from the scene and
therefore could not be expected to have a true
appreciation of the facts. -Consequently, it is
particularly pleasing to know' that the people
of the West Province, situated so much closer
to the scene of the strife, have returned to Parlia-
ment, Mr. Panton, who took a very active interest
in the trouble from start to finish, Bly their
action the people of the West Proevince have
given the lie direct to the Albany electors, who
accepted the Government as representing law
and order. I regard the vote of the electors of
the West Province as upholding the attitude of
the Labour party in that trouble at Fremantle.
I have heen rather surprised to find in the Speech
no reference to law and order. It seems that
nowadays no speech is delivered in this Chamber
or outside without seine reference being made
to law and order and constituted authority.
Apparently the Government are now going to
drop that stunt and look f or something new.
A couple of 'years ago it was conscription, then
it changed to nationalism, and more recently
to law and order and constituted authority.
However, even these apparently received their
death blow when Mr. Panton was elected, It
would seem that the Government have resur-
rected these old cries from the dark ages. Every
tyrant that over ruled a people has hidden
himself behind the same cries of law and
order and constituted authority. This has
been shown right through history. In modern
times the greatest exponents we have had of
constituted authority have been Kaiser'Bill of
Germany and Kaiser Bill of Australia. Both
those men have barracked for law and order,
putting it each in his own way. They have
introduced the iron hiel and endoavoured to
suppress what we, regard As fair And legitimate
means of obtaining what cannot be obtained
by any other course. 1 was struck by a few
remarks from Mr. Allen. I had not the pleasure
of listening to the lion, member, but I have
made a few notes from " Hansard " of what he
snid. The newspapers gave no prominence to
many of his remarks. I never for a moment
thought our friend was so warlike as, apparently,
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he is. I have no desire to go back to the Sunday
at Fremantle. I happened to be in Bunbury
at the time, endeavouring to raise a few pounds
to meet the poverty that had arisen in Fremantle.
Mr. Allen referred to the poverty which existed
among his particular friends. For my part I
wet endeavouring to raise a few pounds to meet
the poverty among my particular friends. Mr.
Allen asked whether the Trades Hail authorities
weore prepared to 'stand by their own guarantee
given to the Government that there should be
no victimisation. and no intimidation following
on the Fremantle trouble. I have yet to learn
that there has been any such vietimisation. Mr.
Allen gave us no concrete instance, exept that
somebody who had been given a load of wood
'was unable to find a carter brave enough to cart
it for him. If there were any vicimiisation I
I know well that Mr. Allen and his friends of the
Employers' Federation Would leave no stone
unturned to place the guilty person in the dock.

jToa. J. F. Allen: Your own people put you
there.

Hon. J. W. ICKEY:- I have a very vivid
recollection of once visiting this portion of the
State, much against my wkill. It cost the organig-
ation to which I belonged something like £1,000.
All that the men weore guilty of on that occasion
was refusing to Work wvith a man wrho would not
join the union. I have often heard members of
this Chamber claim that they Would support a
man standing up for his rights, and that they
believed in a men belonging to an Organisation
controlling the industry in Which he worked.
On the occasion referred to it happened to be
the miner's union, Unknown to the union, the,
men on the mine had endeavoured to get a non-
unionist to join the union ; but hec refused, where-
upon it was decided that a definite stand should
be taken. The men resolved that they would not
work with that non-unionist. In consequence
of the trouble that ensued We wrere, taken to
court, and had to pay heavy damages. That
was a case of viotinisation of the organisatien.
Again, Mr. Allen spoke of the pledges given by
the Trades Hall, Which he said had been broken.
Despite what Mr, Allen said, I know of no such
breaking of pledges. But even if these pledges
had boon broken, a striking precedent for it was
given by the Prime Minister of Australia. When
the Prime Minister was sending our men to the
Front he waved themn off with a hand-shake
and some flag-flapping, and said " When you
return you will find things exactly as you left
themn not a stone in the temple of labour will
have been removed." But what happened ?
Not only Were many stones removed, but the
structure itself was shaken to its foundations.
I am not prepared to admit that any pledge
given by the Labour organisations has heen,
broken, hut even if those organisations had
broken their pledges it Would have been only
following the example of the Prime Minister of
Australia.

Hon. A. H. Panten : A very bad example to
follow.

Hon. J. W. ICKEY - 'it was inideed. But
two wrongs do not make a right. I1 am not
prepared to believe that there has been any
victimisation in connection with the Fremantle
trouble. And we have to remember that, even
if there had been, those victimised would
have deserved all1 that they got, I do not pro-

pose to go hack to the 1917 strike, which, I
admit, was in some respects a sympathy strike.
At the same time these men had justification
for their attitude, in that they were advised
that the flour they were loading was finding
its way to Germany. But on the occasion of
the last trouble in Fremantle, the influenza
fiend was surely a legitimate cause for the men
refusing to unloqd the vessel. Their idea was
to prevent the inifluenza coming into Western
Australia. Their aspirations were clean. If
those national workers on the wharf, for whom
Mr. Allen and Mr. Lynn have so much consider.
ation, and for whom they were making so pathetic
a plea, in this Chamber, were guilty of what they
were accused of-and everyone knows they were
quite prepared not only to introduce the in-
fluenza, into their own homes but to spread it
broadcast throughout the State-if those national-
Workers were prepared to be used for that pur-
pose, they deserved all that they may have got,
But I am not prepared to admit that there has
been any victimisation. If Mr. Allen seeks to
justify the introduction of the influenza, I am
quite certain he is net prepared to get en the
hustings in Fremantle and ex-press those senti-
ments.

Hon, J. F. Allen:- It was introduced after the
national workers left. What Were your people
doing then ?

Houn. J, W. ICIKEY: I was surprised at
hearing the victimisation plea seriously put up
by a member representing a province so close to
the scene of strife. I represent a remote pro-
vmnce.

Ron, J. F, Allen: That is why you have spoken
as you did.

Hon. J. W. HICKEY: It brings to my mind
another ease. Some time ago the men on the
Fenian mine at Aleckatharra went- on strike.
I was in Ceraldton at that time and saw evidence
of much poverty which had oceurred as a result
of that strike. Whether those who were suffeoring
were responsible for the strike is quite beside
the question. That the poverty oecurred is
certain. At that particular time there was
some little work available in various portions
of the State. Being in Ceraldton I was asked
to assist in getting these men scatteored aboot
the State to that they could earn a livelihood.
Many of these men eventually found their way
to Kalgoorlie. They were quite honest in their
intentions. They had no wish to hide their
identity. They did not adept fictitious names,
but boldly applied for work. When their names
were placed on the regiter. they were asked if
they had come from Meckatmaria end had been
employed on the Fenian Mine. They~ replied in
the atffirmative, and were told that there was no
work for them there. That is pure vietimisation.
If the workers throughout the State are guilty
of vietimisation so far as the loyalists on the
Fremantle wharf are concerned, they have a
shining example in the Chamber of Mines in
Kalgoorlie, because they carried it out to a6
bitter conclusion. They victimtised men through-
out the length and breadth of the State. They
drove many men with big families into the
firing line, and some of these men never returned.
Of course there was no vietimisatien so far as
the military were concerned. The authorities
would always give such men a job. I hope
those people who drove these men into the firing
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line will get extreme satisfaction out of their
actions. My honorable friend made another
remark which is moat illuminating. He asks-

Who was responsible for the fiasco on that
pArticular Sunday when the trouble came to
such a dramatic conclusion?

What other conclusion would the hon. member
have liked the business to come to ? He did
not say, but leaves us to judge for ourselves.
He says too-

It is duo to the Chamber and Parliament
and the people to know what explanation was
made to the caucus meeting of National mem-
be of another place on this occasion, and why
the trouble ended in the way it did and who
was responsible for it.

The hon. member has not told us what other
way he would have required this fiasco or trouble
to end. Did he require it to end in a more
disastrous manner than it did end, or to have
had more grave results than it did have ? I
can imagine my honourable friend emerging from
the fray. If he had come into contact with the
London military authorities they would have
had him long ago. The hon. member has never
attempted to indulge in a little fight there.
Surely be had an opportunity of indulging in
a war-like attitude either there or in other coun-
tries in the world. 'There have been plenty of
opportunities of recent years for this sort of
thing without his attempting to come with a
wet sal at the death knock, and make these
heroic statements at the present juncture. I
am sorry that the fiasco ever occurred. It had
a sad enough ending, and any man who requires
anything more than that or anything more
sanguinary is very hard to please. I am oer-
tainly prepared to draw a veil over the whole
business, but, when these Matteis are brought
forward, someone has to say a word or two
in defence of the men implicated. I am satisfied
that the Leader of the House will be well able to
defend himself. I am not prepared to defend
the actions of anyone at all wiho went there.
I deplore any attitude of that kind and the fact
that any Government should take sides in such
a matter. I also deeply deplore the attitude
of the Government in sending armed police on
to the wharves. Possibly the loader of the
House will afford some explanation as to his
own attitude and as to his presence there. It
was despicable of any Government or anyone
responsible, be they members of a shipping
combine or the Government, to take up an
attitude of that kind and go to the wharves and
tackle a mob of helpless men. I despise the
attitude of whoever was responsible for this
trouble, but I say that those who were responsible
for preventing what would have been a blood
curdling day, and have disgraced the fair name
of Western Australia, whether it be the Minister
for Education in his capacity as Premier or anyone
else, are entitled to my heartiest congratulations.
I have seen something of industrial strikcs
before in this State and I know how these some-
times end. Many innocent men, women, and
children would have been shot down, and I am
including in these both police and civilians, if
the trouble had been accentuated. Whoever
was responsible for puttitig a stop to it will
receive my congratulations. If we desire a
further instance of victimisation we have only
to see what occurred lest year in connection

with the strike on the wheat stacks. I had a
few words to say on another occasion on this
matter. The men on the wheat stacks at
Spencer's Brook and other places went on strike.
I do not disguise that fact. I hail the honour
of being an executive officer of the orgainisation,
to which these men belonged. Neither 1, nor
any other member of the Executive, knew any-
thing about the strike. The men went on strike
independently and individually. Whilst denying
that they did wrong, I must say when the execu-
tive did get bold of the position they went before
the Honorary Minister (Hon. C. F. Baxter) as
representative of the Government. I accom-
panied a deputation, which admitted that the
men were wrong and asked if they expressed
their regret whether the Government would take
them back. The Honorary Minister replied,

On Gno condition whatever.' I askedla question
in this House regarding the matter and received
replies to the effect that there was no victimisal
tion, but that the Government refused to re-
employ these men. Apparently this refusal t5
employ does not amount to victimisation. Th e
Honorary Minister refused to r -employ those
men on account of their action at Spencer's Brook
and other places. I aa sorry this subject has
been revived, but it has given me an opportunity
of showing that the victimisations which have
occurred are not confineod to one side only. If
there has been victirnisation on the part ol the
workers, they have a shining example affonided
by the presient Government and the Chamber of
Mines, and almost every other organisation and
combine in the State. The Speech states that
grave industrial turmoil eventuates as a result
of every war. I suppose the history of this war
is the history of all wars in this respect. I
venture to say that the industrial turmoil in this
case has been greater than it has been in con-
nection with any other conflict. As one who
has a passinrg knowledge of industrial matters in
Australia, I- say that this industrial turmoil
and unrest will continue so long as the Govern-
Ments of Australia, permit exploitation and the
profiteering to dominate the position. It is
the homes of the people that are affected by this
exploitation and profiteering. The people cannot
live any longer on what they earn, It is im-
possible for them to pull through en the pittance
they are receiving. We are expected to make
£1 go where we require £2. This industrial
unrest is a proposition which should be solved
by people of brains and people who will give it
some thought. It will continue so long as the
Government take no means to stop it. The
matter is in their hands. In my opinion the
Arbitration eourts are constituted on wrong
lines. Although the Arbitration Court has power
to give an increase in wages, it has no power to
limit the cost of production, or to say that a
man shall not charge more than a certain amount
for his goods. So long as that obtainsm, so long
will industrial unrest be seen in Australia. Sir
Edward Wittonoom the other night said, " this
is not a one-sided matter." He also stafed that
the workers were not always to blame and that
there muit be a little give and take Coming as
this did from such a high authori~y, it is to be
assumed that the workers are so.nibtics in the
right and that Governments are sometimes in
the wroing. The Government have persistently
pursued one course of action and oni attitude
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all along the line in the matter of industrial
unrest. Every Government of Australia has
been behind the big combines and the big em-
ployers of labour. Rarely do we find evidence
of any Government in any country standing
behind the worker.

Hon, J. F. Allen : What about the Scaddan
Governmdent?

Hon, J. W. HICKEY : That is not behind
workers to-day. I do not kno%jr that the Seaddan
Government were behind the workers very mchl.
1 held a semi-public position at that time, and
have had eonflicts with the Scaddan Govern-
ment. The workers got little or nothing from
then]. They might have had their conditions
improved considerably. When they had the
opportunity they should have taken it and
agitated in the proper direction. I admit that
the present Government have assisted the
workers to a certain extent. They have assisted
those who through no fault of their own are out
of work. I refer to the miners on the Eastern
Goldflelds, They have, however, not come to
the assistance of the workers on the Kurrawang
woodline. Although possibly they have assisted
in bringing about a settlement of the wocciline
dispute they have nut assisted the workers in
any direction. These men'were out on strike
for a certain thing. They arc going back oii
terms which were hardly worth striking for.
My honourable friend has referred to the actions
of the Seaddan Government. This has brought
home to me the attitude of the present Govern-
ment. The other 'night a question was asked
as to why the workiers. did net go to the Arbitra-
tion Court. There is no opportunity for these
woodline workers to go there because they have
to prove a dispute in more than one State. They
are not registered under the Federal Arbitration
Act and are not registered under the State Act.
It may be asked why they are not registered
under the State Act. Our State legislation will
not allow of the registration of a composite
Organisation, The attitude of the Government
is reflected in the position obtaining along the
firewood line. If these men had been registered
under the State Arbitration Act they would
have had an opportunity of going before the
Court, and possibly the matter would have been
settled long ago. They had not an opportunity
of doing this owing to the attitude of the Govern-
ment in refusing time. and again to register a
composite organization. iTheir object is quite
easy to see. They require to keep these unions
all1 to themselves, to keep these 6rganisations
fighting amongst themselvesg instead of allowing
them an opportunity of becoming organisud
under one head, because then they would have
endeavoured to put up a bolder front, Thei
reult of that action is seen in the industrial
turmoil that has taken place on the Goldfields.
With reference to the seamen's strike, I do not
desire to go into the matter at very great length.
So far as the attitude of the leader of that organis-
ation is concrned-I refer to Mr. Walsh--
bold no brief for him and I hardly know what
his object is. What may be Mr. Walsh's object,
in putting himself into gaol, which I frankl ir
admit he did, I do not know. It was either to
bring about an early termination of the strike
or be was looking for some cheap notoriety.
N~ot knowing the individual I cannot give an
opinion, but whatever might be the object of

Walsh. I can say that, so far as the seamen are
concerned, they are quite right in their demands.
The seamen had no option but to act as they
did on this occasion, The country will adhnit
that the conditions under which those men
have worked for many years have been a die-
grace to the mercantile marine and a disgrace
to any Government in control, and no cite can
say that the men were not justified in endeavour-
ing to bring about an -improvement in their
conditions. Whilst I was in the Eastern States
a few months ago I had the opportunity of
going into this matter and I caine into contact
with seine of the people who were against the
seamen, and I asked them to pay a visit with
me to some of the forecastles. These people
were astonished to find the disgraceful con-
ditions under which the men had been asked to
work. Admitting, therefore, that the seamen.
are right in preferring the requests which they
have put forward, how is it that the differences
cannot be adjusted ? Whatever may be the
outcome of the trouble, I regret that it has spread
to such an extent, lVut all credit must be given
to those in the Labour ranks who have pre-
vented the trouble from spreading further. We
have to admit that sometimes men are a little
bit hasty, that sometimes they act off their own
bat. While admitting that to a great extent,
we are not prepared to admit that the thing is
one-sided, but it does seem to us that on nearly
every occasion the Government stand behind
these who are in authority and particularly in
this instance are they standing behind the
shipping combine. It is regrettable to find that
there have been such A great number of strikes.
In order to bring about a better state of affairs,
those in authority endeavoured to create. an
arbitration court which would have the effect
of settling all disputes. What do we find ?
That there are certain objections raised in many
circles against arbitration, and although the
Organisation to which I beloiig is probably one of
the most militant in Australia, they voted in
favouir of arbitration. Bet there are certain
objections being raised each year against arbi-
tration. Doing the past four years it has
cost the Australian Worker's Union £9,000
to appear before the Arbitration Court. That
is a, fairly decent sum for an organisation
to be called upon to have to pay. But they
would not complain, because the expenditure
of such a sum of money might be cheaper than
striking. The red-tape methods which surround
the arbitration courts, howvever, are such that
it is an exceedingly hard job to approach the
court, and that is whaft thiey complain of. Wheni
I1 was in the East there, was a dispute in con-
neetiun with tho wheat carriers and, ii' order to
prove that a dispute existed, it was necessary
to show that it existed in two States. That was
not a hard matter beca~use there was industrial
turnioil in Sydney and Melbourne. Arrayed

against the secretary of the Union were four
Legal gentlemen whose fae for that day would
have4 run into perhaps a couple of hundred
pounids, while the salary of the secretary wacs,
perhaps, £6 a week. It wa the people's money
which was put up against the union, the money
of the Wheat Pool. When we find that sort
of thing occurring, when a man is sincerely on-
deavee ring to get before the court, we cannot
he surprised at tint industrial unrest that pre-
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rails and the anxiety on the part of the men to
break away from the court and take the law-
into their own hands- by striking. If some
alteration is not brought about we wvill find that
the industrial turmoil will be accentuated in-
stead of being done away with, The only ad-
vice we get from our critics is abuse, or we
are called ]3olshevists, extremists, red-raggers,
and such like. So far as the red-raggers are
concerned, I am always suspicious of the man
who is continually parading his solidarity and
talking of the red flag. My personal exper'ienfle
is that when the flag has to be carried at the
head of a. procession, it is the other chap who has
to do the job. He is like the man who looks
for fight and when he gets into a squabble
"'ducks" off and leaves his mate to do it for him.
both individuals can be likened to those who
have talked fight for five years, but sent the other
chap to do it while they stayed at home.
In these days of deportations, if there was any
to be done I would put three of them together
and send them away in one boat. In regard to
the question of repatriation, ever sincc I have
been in this House, members have had something
to say about the subject, but that seems to be as
far as we get. One can hardly criticise the
present Government because they have not been
in power very long. A great deal has been said
about what they are prepared to do and I trust
they are serious about it. To my mind repatri-
ation should have been taken in hand some years
ago, and legislation in connection with it should
have been presented concurrently with the war.
As a matter of fect a commencement should
have been made at the very outbreak of hostil-
ities. But what do we find ? There is a de-
plorable state of affairs existing throughout the
country in connection with our returned soldiers,
many of whom are tramping the country. We
have net had an opportunity of criticising the
present Government. I am prepared to remain
silent for a time so as to let them prove what
they are capable of doing. Heaven knows
something is wanted badly enough. Mr. Stewart
told us that there was work for all and that no
one niced go hungry. I interjected-I am not
often guilty of doing so-that if our friend had
been placed in the position of looking for a job
f or a soldier ho would have found it an extremealy
difficult undertaking.

Hon. H1. Stewart : I referred to Australia, not
particularly Western Australia.

.Hon. A. H. Panton: There are 22,000 soldiers
out of work in New South Wales.

Hon. J. W. HICKEY: I am speaking of
theL position in Western Australia. I know
nothing of what is occurring in any other part
of Australia. I have interviewed thu Repatria-
tion and other departments and possibly they
are doing their best, but it is the fault of the
previous Government that the position to-day
is as we find it because action should have been
going on concurrently with the war. With
regard to pastoral leases, it will be remembered
that during last session I submitted an amend-
ment to the Discharged Soldiers Settlement
Bill and this Chamber took a broad view of the
.matter. It is gratifying to remember that this
House carried the amendment although only by
a small majority. Theo leader of the House on
that occasion expressed sympathy with the
amendment although he voted against it

entirely from different motives. What Was
the position when it went to another place ?
I am almost inclined to disagree with Mr. Panton,
who talked of the abolition of this House. The
amendment was received with the greatest
hostility in another place and the result was that
it came baok to us in a, matilated form, so much
so that it was worthless. Tho only regret I
have is that this Chamber did not disagree with
what was done by the other place. -It is not toe
fate flow to cancel those leases and give the
opportunity to the soldiers to take up areas
in that country. The -position to-day is that the
Governor-in-Council has power to resume agri-
cultural country for the purpose of the settlement
of soldiers and I have never heard a protest
raised in this Chamber, or in another place,
against that. If that is right, is there anything
wrong in the other proposition ?If it is right
to resume agricultural country, it should lie
right to resume pastoral country, and the ameond-
ment which I submitted should have been
agreed to. But another place declared " You
must keep your hands off the big land holders,
those who have a million acres or more." Anyone
who knows anything about those propositions
knows also that that country I am speaking of
would settle a, groat number of returned soldiers,
who would be capable of opening it up and stock-
ing it to its fullest carrying Capacity. I ams
not one of those who believe that because an
individual has a big area of land, or a great
deal of money, we should cast covetous eyes on
either or both, but there should be something
like ab decent distribution so that our returned
soldiers might get some benefit from it. In that
particular country I would nut dlefinitely confine
the areas to 20,000 acres. On a previous occasion I
supported an amendment moved by Mr. Drew.
in this Chamber giving power to resume 20,000
acres within a reasonable distance of a railway
line or the seaboard. Some specific area had
to be mentioned. As far as the area, is con-
cerned, I would be prepared to leave it to a,
competent board who would decide what was
a fair area for a soldier to get a living from.
Twenty thousand acres would be ample in some
instances ;in others, a hoard might decide
that 30,000 or oven 100,000 wpuld he necessary.
It is not too late yet for the Government to cancel
these leases and give the returned soldiers a
chance. Many of the returned soldiers have
been on stations and have a thorough knowledge
of sheep and stock, and such men would make
good en some of these smaller pastoral areas.
I hope the Government will make a move even
at this late hoer, and give this very deserving
section of the community a chance to open up
valuable country, which is carrying far too
little stock. Mr. Dodd has a motion on the
Notice Paper for the taxation of unimproved
land. We have power to resume land and I
trust the Government, in the interests of the
soldiers, will resumne some of those areas now
lying idle. Muech valuable land is net being
worked. If thd hon. member's motion will
have the effect of bursting up some of this idle
land, my object will be, met; hut if it will not have
that effect, it is the duty of the Government to
resume land and place the soliersM on it, instead
of sending thenm out into the jungle where the
chances will he a, thousand to one against them
making good. No mention is made in the
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Governor's Speech of new industries. There are
industries such as woollen mills which could be
established in this State. I mentioned this
matter, before and was told that it would provide
work for only women and girls. Many of our
soldiers have returned incapacitated, and could
be employed in such mills. It is almost a crime
that Governments have carried on year after
year, some of'thorn committed to the establish-
ment of woollen mills, and yet nothing has been
done. We produce in this State large-quantities
of wool and ship it away without makin~g any
attempt to manufacture it in the State. Woollen
mills would create employment in many direc-
tions. and would have far-reaching effects. I
do not think the establishment of such mills
should le confined to a particular area. The
metropolitan area has turned down the proposi-
tion. The Government evidently do not think
it necessary to have woollen mills here, but there
are opportunities in ether centres where the
wool is produced, such as Geraldton. When I
suggested this on a previous occasion, I was told
that the climate of Geraldton was against the
production of good mjterial :also that the
water supply was another objection. The latter
can be overcome by an energetic, enthusiastic
arnd sympathetic Government. The water works
have been in hand for a year or two and to-day
the Government are withdrawing the men.
What their attitude is, I do not know. Unless
the Government adopt & different attitude,
Geraldton. will remain without a water supply.
This is one of the drawbacks to the establish-
ment of freezing works kiod practically the only
draw back to' the establishment of woollen mills.
But I am not parochial. Tf the Government
cannot establish woollen mills at Geraldton,
which I think is the natural centre, they might
establish them elsewhere, but on whatever centre
they decide, they will receive my hearty support.
Prospecting has been mentioned in connection
-with repatriation. The Government erae doing
a little ; the previous Government did a little,
but their efforts have been feeble indeed. Really,
they are paying little attention to prospecting
and yet the mining industry has been the salva-
tion of -Western Australia. It gave us our
start ; tmade opportunities for the develop.
ment of the farming areas. Unfortunately, it
is now under a cloud, and consequently, the S5tate
as rvwhole is tinder a cloud. - But with an energetic
Government and sympathetic administration,
there are opportunities for prospecting, particu-
larly front Yalgoo to Peak Hilt, where there are
miles of country which has never been touched.
Prospectors cannot afford to go out into 'this
country but returned men, if given an oppor-
tunity, would go into it and, given decent con-
ditions and unhampered by the red tape of the
department, they w ould make good arid open
up new fields. A few days ago I received word
that country had been opened up 10 miles from
a railway in the Stake Well district. I got
samples which have proved good values and I
am satisfied that, if they develop'as they promise
to do, it will prove one of the heat low grade
propositions in the State. This will give an
impetus to the Murchison and to mining gener-
ally. If the soldiers are given an opportunity,
they will test the Meekatharra, Cue, Peak Hill,
ad the further north country, and give the
prospectors a chance to open it up. The present

Government do not appear to be taking much
interest in mining generally. No attempt seems
to be made to bring about a reduction in the
cost of explosives, though some remarks were
made by the Minister for Mines to the effect
that progress had been made in various direc-
tions. It seems impossible to develop mining
propositions to-day, After overtures were made
to the previous Government through Mr. Hudson,
a State battery wats erected at Cue. While that
proposition is a4 good one, I am afraid that,
on account of the high cost of mining, particularly
of explosives, it will be found very hard to make
ends meet. I would suggest the establishment
of something in the direction of a State explosives
works. I know the objection of some members
to State enterprise but, when it is found to be
the only means of helping production, something
of the kind must be done, The cost of explosives
has increased in many instances 100 per cent.
and it is impossible for those working low-grade
propositions to pull through. The same even
applies to big mining ventures. Being the biggest
users of explosives in Australia, this State should
make a start. We "se. 500 or O10 tons of ex-
plosives a year, and tb establish State works
might pave the way fur a munition factory here.
It is said the Federal authorities intend to estab-
lish a munition factory and Western Australia
provides the best opportunity. I trust the Gov-
ernment will seriously consider the question.
There are many matters to be considered in
connection with the establishment of such a
factory.

Hon. J. Nicholson ; The cost of production,
f or instance.

Hon. J. W. HICKEY : The cost of production
at present is very high but we have to take into
consideration the profits of the companies nianu-
factuo-ing explosives. The very fact ef the
Government taking action in this direction will
probably have the effeet of a price fixing Bill,
namely that it will prace a restraining hand on
the people who are responsible for charging high
prices for explosives. It is quite certain that
the prices art unwarrantahly high, and very
few commodities have muade such a big jump
in price. Another thing which is retarding
mining generally is the granting of indiscriminate
exemnptidnis. There are many mines tied up
and men, if given an opportunity, would deal
with them and make a handsome profit. I might
refer to the Fingal Mine, which closed down a
few months ago. The miners protested against
the exemption and took it on tribute so that,
to-day, it is a handsomely paying proposition,
though they have to siend th eir ore 40 miles
and then cart it four miles to the battery. The
same thing i's happening throughout the State,
particularly in the Murchison. If the Govern-
meat considered the protests coming from genuine
men, who could prove their case, and granted
them favourable consideration, it would have a
good effect on the industry. I was; glad to notice
the optimistic tone of the Government as re-
gards Collie coal. Western Australian coal
should he used exclusively by the Government
on our railways and in every department. I
have criticised Collie coal from time to time but,_
wherever possible, all sections of the community
should work in harmony and, when a decent
article is produced, it' should receive the treat.
ment it deserves. I hope attention will not be
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confined to Collie. I hope the Government will
take into consideration the establishment of
various factories not exclusively in the metro-
politan area, but in places like Geraldton and
Bunbury and thus help to develop the country.
We have deposits of coal in other parts of the
country such as at Eradu and Irwin. Some years
ago coal was discovered in the former place and the
Government started a plant, but before they
had proceeded far, the plant was handed over
to a local syndicate. Now. local syndicates
hav not the same opportunities as the Govern-
ment to develop such propositions and this
syndicate, after boring one hole, finished with the
job. The coal is there it has been proved
that the indications in that locality are good.
The Government should give favourable con-
sideration to this proposition. A deputation
is to wait on them in the near future, and I hope
that in the leader of this House they will find
a&supporter. As regards the Irwin, I under-
stand the Government are now doing something
in that direction. I hope that there also a
payable coalfield will be discovered, if not another
Collie. The attention of the Government has
already been drawn to the position of the base
metal industry. I have no intention of dealing
with the subject at length just now, but I hope
our Government will lend their support to the
efforts being made to obtain the removal of the
Federal embargo. I quite agree that during
war time the embargo was necessary in order
to prevent the possibility of our metal reaching
enemy countries, but surely there is no reason
now why Western Australia should not send
its lead to England. Why should we not be
permitted to seek a better market elsewhere,
instead of shipping our lead to the Eastern
States for treatment ? The Surprise Mine, at
Geraldine, has during the last couple of years
produced about £170,000 worth of lead, and the
mine has been developed most systematically;
but the company owning it have so far made
only about £4,000 profit, and, naturally, they
are anxious to have the embargo lifted in order
that they may seek a market. In the matter of
treatment our lead producers are entirely in
the hands of the Fremnantle Trading Company,
who have closed dtown their own mines-as they
have of course a perfect right to do-and also
their smelter. We claim that the Government
should erect a smelter at the place where the lead
is won, so that the miners may have the oppor-
tunity of developing a very rich field. I do not
say another Broken Hill will result, but I have
had several years' experience of working in the
Broken Hill mines, and I say that .1 have never
seen better Prospects than those in the Geraldine
district. In this matter of the embargo, there
seems- to he a disposition on the part of the
Federal Government to contralise everything in
the Eastern Statos, in iMelbourne, just as our
State Government seek to centralise everything
from the back country in Perth. The prosperity
or adversity experienced in the back country,
as is well known, is very speedily and completely
reflected in the prosperity or depression ex-
perienced in the Capital and in the towns and
ports. It was my intention to deal with the
cost of living problem, but the Governor's Speech
mentions that a price-fixing Bill is to be brought
down at an early date, and I will reserve my
remarks for that measure. Many members,

however, have expressed doubts as to whether
there is profiteering going on. I say there is
ample evidence of profiteering throughout every
State of the Commonwealth. In another place
the Premier has said that this question of high
prices is a world-wide question. But Govern-
ments are refusing to deal -with it. Any Govern-
ment can deal with it if they choose to exercise
their powers. A sympathetic Government could
do a great deal of good in this respect. It is
now difficult even for a man earning a decent
wage to pull through, and it is practically im-
possible for him to do so if he is knocked out of
his stride by, say, the loss of a day's work, or
illness in his family. The Government should
bring along their price-fixing Bill at the earliest
possible moment. Personally, I confess to a
lack of faith in this respect. I do not wish to
show myself critical at this juncture, but I
cannot forget the hostility displayed by this
House towards a price-fixing Bill introduced by
the Labour Government,; I cannot forget how
the present leader of this House opposed that
Bill. I cannot bring myself to believe that
the hon. gentleman has changed his coat tot the
necessary extent. 1 do trust hie will give serious
consideration to the various public demonstra-
tions throughout this State, in farming com-
munities and in industrial, centres, on the subject
of the cost of living. I! hope he will see the
error br his ways, and that he will introduce
the forthcoming Bill to this Chamber in a sympa-
thetic manner.

Ron. A. H. Panton: The Bill will be carried.
*Hon. JT. W. HICKEY : That is not the question.

Legislation is one thing, and sympathetic ad-
ministration is another. We want the measure
put into operation properly, so that the profiteers
nour exploiting the people may be put in their
proper place. The Government should stand
behind the co-operative societies, who are doing
their best to reduce the prices of commodities.
If the Government are not so prepared, perhaps
they will stand behind the farming community.
I w,,old support anything tending to bring the,
producer and the consumer more closely in
touch. My idea is that the Government should
guarantee the credit of co-operative societies
of farmers trading on the world's markets, so
that the credit of these societies w~ill be such as
to enable them to compete with the big mer-
chants and the combines. 1 have pleasure in
supporting the adoption of the Address-in-reply.

Hen. J. CORNELL (South): Allow me to
extend my congratulations to you, Sir, on your
elevation to the Presidency of this Chamber.
Like members who have spoken before me, I
know that the position of this House is safe in
your hands. So much has been said, and so
many suggestions have already been offered,
that probably there is no need for me to speak.
However, at the risk of being classed with Mr.
Holmes as a political Jeremiah, I come forward
on this, tbc first opportunity I have had during
the life of this Parliament, to speak on the
Address-in-reply. I have been forced to the
conclusion that politically I am a sick man.
Certainly I am sick and tired of Parliamentarians
who have failed to profit by the greatest up-
heaval in history. I believe that the only in-
stitutions in Australia to-day that are endeavour-
ing to carry on as they did before the war, are
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the various Parliaments. If they do not wake
up, then, like a certain individual, they are likely
to find their occupation gone, and that very
shortly. I have had time to look around,
and to square moy sails to the wind, and I have
come to the conclusion that I and certain other
individuals who took a genuine and dinkumn
risk during the war arc the only ones who are
in danger of losing their political scalps. I
know that someone is waiting round the corner

-for me i4th a piece of hose-pipe. That being
so, if I am to have a short life, it shall be a merry
one, and somebody is going to get hurt. The
people generally will respect a man if he stands
up honestly and says and does what he thinks
is right. Such a man, if he does not win through,
at latwins general respect. In most eases,
I believe, he does win through. That brings
me to the present Government, of whom hen.
members have taken a considerate view. During
their short term of office Ministers have boxed
the political compas. They came into office
with the highest aspirations, national and other-
wise; and they have ended by being led by a
gentleman for whom I have the greatest respect
personally, but who was anathema to themn at
the beginning, and -who has proved a thorn in
their flesh all along. Whether the present
Government will succeed or not is on the knees
of the gods. Personally, I intend to do nothing
drastic against the Government. I recognise
that if ever an opportunity presented itself in
the political history of this State for a man to
stand out boldly and induce a majority of the
members of both Houses to follow him, this is
the opportunity. I have no doubt W'hat the
result would be if an appeal were made to the
public. Howover, I am not the man to take
that course ;I cannot offer the Government any
suggestion. In the past I offered a few, and my
doing so was waste of breath ; and I do not in-

tedto waste any more breath.

Sitting esmplnded fromt 6.15 to 1-SO pt.n

Hon. J. CORNELL: Before tea I wvas re-
ferring to the Government. It would be tedious
and ridiculous to go over the many weak spots
in the armour not only of this Government,
but of all the Governments that have followed
the Seaddan Administration. It is sufficient
condemnation of those successive Governments
to reiterate the criticism by the leader of the
House and others now, supporting him, of the
late Soaddan Government. Summarised, I
think it can be said that the chief point they
endeavoured to make against the Labour Gov-
eemnent was that the keystone of the arch of
Responsible Government was sound finance.
That being so, I think the unvarying result of
attempts of succeeding Governments to square
the finances is sufficient condemnation. I
recognise that the task was n hard one. That
task would have been much easier if, during
the early stages of the 'var, we had been
spared the resurrection of a now Jerusalem
in thc gallery of this House. I refer to that
memorable night early in 1914 when a legiti-
mate taxation proposal brought down by the
Seaddan Government in order to meet the
financial difficulties wasi jettisoned by this
Chamber. We have now reached a pass which
compels me to say that if the tide is not soon

stemnmed, I Will go over, horse, foot and ar-
tillery to Mr. Sanderson and agree with him
that there are only two alternatives in front of
us, namely, being taken over- by the Federal
authority, or appealing to the Bankruptcy
Coort. Another alternative presents itself,
namely, that the Government Will be superseded
by a Labour Administration. As one who
worked in the Labour party for a quarter of a
century and who only parted company from it
en a question which I think should have been
left to settle itself, I have arrived at the con-
clusion that, although the heart of the Labour
party is sound, and although its brain is anxious
to do the right thing, yet just as a minority con-
trdls the present Government, so does a minority
control the Labour party. I can see no hope
for the third alternative I refer to, because for
years and years past the doctrine has been
preached-I preached it myself, but I admit
to-day that I was wrrong-that the stability of
the State can be maintained through Parliament.
I say it cannot. A party or community that
leans on Parliament is just about ast effective
as an individual 'leaning against a lamp-post;
with this difference, that the party leaning
on Parliament is leaning against a post eaten
by white ants. If the country is going to get
out of its financial slough of despond, it Will
be by the collective efforts and enterprise of
the individuals that compose it. Parliament
may direct a sound, sane, and reasonable- policy,
but if we are to look to Parliament, wye shall,
have to look long and in vain. Much has been
said regarding repatriation. I remember the
question being discussed in this House four
years ago. We then asked ourselves how We
wres going to meet the needs of the returned
soldier. 'The question should have been per-
sisted in until something was done. I still
amit that, right up to the armistice, the absurd

question of who was going to come out onl top
was being asked throughout the civilised World.
When Mr. Panton and I were at Home, what
agitated the minds of the people of England
was, not so much providing for the aftermath
of the wvar, as hiow to scale out on top.

Hon. A. Hf. Paulton: The soldiers never had
much doubt about it.

Hon. S. CORNELL : In March and April of
1918, I met a lot who had. But that position
which presented itself in the Old Country did
not present itself in this country to ally marked
degree. I have advised the soldier right through
the piece that, if he is to get the recognition that
is due to him, it will only be by his collective
efforts and by the pressure he can bring to bear
upon public men and public institutions, State
and Commonwealth. He has an organisation
numerically strong, and with proper unanimity
of purpose he wi4ll eventually achieve his goal.
But there is another aspect to the question.
Side by side idth the repatriation of the soldier
comes the repatriation of the men who could not
go, and of the working men of the community
generally. After all, very few soldiers can be
accused of wanting special consideration because
they wvent to the war. Once they are put back
into citizenship they approach the situation
from the citizen's standpoint only. I know
there are many disabilities under which the
soldier lies to-day in respect of repatriation,
and I am not going to enter upon the question of
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land settlement beyond flying that land settle-
ment is not going to repatriate the soldier, There
are thousands who cannot and Nvil not go on
the land. The surest wvay of repatriating the
soldier is to return as quickly as possible to a
state of thrift and productivity. Then will the
problem solve itself. A paragraph in His Ex-
cellency' a Spech states that Ministers are
greatly concerned about the industrial unrest.
'The industrial unrest is not surprising to any
thinking man. Can we expect the world to
have gone through what it has without the
existing crop of industrial unrest ? Biblical
prophesy tells us that after this great war we
shall have have three years of unrest. That is
not in Jeremiah, but in Isaiah. Nor is it pessi-
mistic ; rather it is optimistic, because it predicts
that the thing will right itself after three years.
Still, we have to do something to bridige the gap
of two years and three months remaining. Can
we wonder at men being dissatisfied with their
conditionsY Who wont the Ivor ? I think it
will be found recorded in the proceedings of the
House that early in the piece I said, that if this
war was won by the Allies, the greatest glory
would rest with the manhood and the woman-
hood who were voiceless in the election of their
repreentatives in Parliament. That is to ay
in my opinion the collective effort of manfkin
and womankind won the war for the Alle.
Without that man power, wealth and statesman-
ship would not have prevailed. It is only a
natural inference to draw, that when men and
women realise that they have played an m-
portant part in maintaining the freedom of
their country, and its institutions, they should
believe they are entitled to more representation
than they enjoyed at the beginning of hostil-
ities. There are individuals who are making the
best of the opportunity and are advising the
manhood and womanhood of the State, and the
world generally that, to obtain thin justice and
right to which they are entitled they must adopt
some of the methods which the Huans adopted
to override the world. As a workman at one
time I say advisedly that the manhood and
womanhood of this country can best gain their
aims and ideals by recognising that, whether we
like it or not, for the next few years we are going
to have hard times. Having recognised that,
the shortest way in which they shall assume full
citizenship and a voice in the affairs of the coun-
try is by rational and constitutional means.
Anyone who to-day says that these men and
women, who are voiceless and voteless, have no
right to recognition is unfit to Occupy a Position
as a public man. He must jettison these old
ideas and throw, them on one side. He must

give ii p the old ideas of property and birth ad
come dwni to the new brotherhood in order that
the safety, wellbeing and continuity of the nation
may be backed up by the collective enterprise
and collective efforts of its people. Much has
been said about Russia. If we reed the Bol-
sheviks' side and the otheors' side, and strike a
clear line of demarcation, we shall probably get
some idea of the truth. I am no apologist for
the position in Russia to-day, but I do say that
there is no analogy between that which exists
there and that which exists in the British Do-
inions. Any student of history knows that

what happened in Russia had to happen, What
has happened in Russia, however, is not likely

to happen in Australia, Our people are not of
the same class as the Russians and are sensible
people. This brings me to the profiteer and tho
question of direet action. I agree with my
leader, Mr. Hughes, and say, "Daren them
both." I said in Boulder, shortly after my re-
turn, that there was abusiness section of the-
community who scrupled to profiteer during
the war because they were afraid to do so, and
their consciences pricked them ; but am soon as
the wvar was over that scruple would cease to
exist and they would endeavour to again pursue
their old practice of making money out of the
people. I will not warty hon. members by
illustrations of this profiteering. I am satis-
fled, however, that it is going on. I agree with
what the British Government have done. Aus-
tralia has not much to learn so far as Great
Britain is concerned in any respect, if she will
take the lead and do things for herself. I agree
there is only one sentence that will stop the
profiteer, and only one which should be imposed
upon him if he is found to be unduly inflating
prices. That man has more right to spend a
month or two in Fremantle gaol than a man who
has stolen a loaf of bread for a starving child or a
baby. That is the only remedy for the actions
of the profiteer. When the Bill comes down I
hope provision o~ill be made that, where it is
clearly proved in a court of law that a man has
profiteered, he shall be shown the inside of a
golf and serve his time there. He will then think
twice before he does it again. Of ithat use is it
to fine a profiteer ? Every sensible and thinking
man, who disagreed with me in the past, is real-
ising to-day that we must take drastic measures
to deal with the profiteer. On the other side we
have direct action. The direct autionists, have a
mission to perform. I thought I had at one
time. I preached doctrines in this Chamber
which probably made hon. members feel that they
wvould rather have cotton wool in their oars so
as not to hear me too plainly. Some five or six
years ago things were vastly different from what
they are to-day. Any man who has theiwell-being
of the community at heart must be guarded in
what he advises, and how he directs his fellow
men to act. His follow men are not in the same
normal thinking condition that they, were, in five
yearn ago. The direct actionist preaches "Go
slow." That is not a legacy brought from.
America to Australia, but it has come out from
the old Oountry. If anyone an go slewv it is the
avenge British workman. He an show the
Australian many points in that way. Hon.
members have pointed out the vast preponder-
ance of production by American workmen over
that by British workmen. That is tantamount
to saying that the policy of " go slow," or " ca-
canny'" did not come altogether frome America.
At one time when I worked for my living the
anathema of all workmen wvas the "pointer."
No self-respecting workman had any time for
him. We have only to go back eight or 10 yearn
and find that wvorkmen were, unanimously of the
opinion that they should do a fair thing for what
they were paid. If therm was one thing that
grated on their nerves more than another it was
the " pointer." In those days of honesty they
had to do the " pointer's " share as well as their
own%. I have seen this happen often. In my
opinion such an individual was inclined to be
either religious or a wowser.
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Hon. J. J. Holmes:. Are not wowsers re-

gli son. J. CORNELL:- To-day we find that
what occurred in isolated instances only a few
years ago has now beccuhe a new religion. The
student of economics knows that if a man does
not produce what he is paid for the money has
to come out of someone else's pocket. In making
that statement I make no apology for the em-
ploying individual who desires to get all he can
out of his men. Unless we restore some sem-
blance of mutual trust and respect between the
employer and the employee we shall go from
bed to worse. I am not going into the question
of profit-sharing except to say that I havve an
idea that there are many industries which are
essential and which ere good industries, and
which cannot be otherwise than reproductive.
A stsrt could be made on these industries to
limit profits. If they made over and above
a curtain profit this should be, earmarked and
expended in assisting other industries which,
owing to the times and to the necessitios of the
situation, are not reproductive. If we arc going
to share profits in the ordinary way we shall
only confer a benefit upon all those directly
concerned, and leave out those directly con-
npcted. with non. reproductive industries. There is
a lona list of proposed measures in the Governor's
Speech. It may he said that, like the Bourbons
who learned nothing and forgot nothing, there
is nothing new in this programme. There is a
measure for price-fixing mentioned. It is not
new and we had it in the first stage of the war.
We are going to have it again, end I will reserve
my remarks upon that measure for the time
when the Bill is brought down. Many different
sides may be taken and debated on this question.
In mys opinion the Government have awakened to
the position tob late. lit was only by the direct
pressure of the people that they were induced
to bring down this legislation. Had such legis-
lation been brought in earlier and remained in
operation during the war, it might have had some
effect. The remedy I have suggested, that is
gaol, is the only one which would have any effect
upon the profiteer. The question of electoral
reform is mentioned. I do not know whether
the Government propose to bring down a Bill
to provide for the redistribution of seats. In
my opinion that is necessary. If the Govern-
meknt think it is necessary this session let them
bring it down this session, and not leave it till
the next Parliament on the eve of the general
election. This is the session in which to bring
it down. We will then have at least nine months
in which to prepare the new boundaries and the
new rolls, and giv all political aspirants a reason-
able chance of haveing a fair contest when election
time arrives. It would hardly be fitting for
me to complete my remarks without some re-
ference to this Chamber. I stand where I always
stood regarding the position of the two Houses
of Parliament. I say that Australia is over-
governed and that one House of Parliament would
suffice for each State. In my opinion the Federal
C6iistitution is wrongly cast. Instead of it
being cast as it is, it would be infinlitely better
for Australia and the people were it cast on
Canadian lines. That is to say, the State Con-
stitution 's should have written powers and the
Fdderal Constitutions should have unwritten
powers. The cost of living and profiteering

arise from the fact that -the written Constitution
ties us down. If the position was as I have just
stated, the Federal Constitution would be in-
finitely bettor. Though I say I am in favour
of one House of Parliament, think that reform
wilt only dome about in a comprehensive manner
after a thorough remodelling of our Federal
and State Constitutfions and beginning anew.
The war has taught us that which is absolutely
essential and if posterity is satisfied to be guided
by the dead end of the Constitution, the new
democracy which'will arise I am sure will not be
so satisfied. I notice hon. members have made
reference to the franchise of this House. I do Dot
intend to say very much about it other than to
say, there must be some ambiguity in regard to
the definition of the word " elector " or some
under-handed work must have gone on while
I was away from the State. I found on my
resumn that a larger number of people were
enrolled in my province than was the ease when
I was elected in 1912, and in that year, I and
my esteemed opj~onont lLieut. C. R, Davies
loft no stone unturned in seeing that every one
was enrolled. Then despite the decline of the
goidfiolds, we find a greater number of names
on the rolls in 1913 than was the ease in 1912.
Since 1918 over a thousand names have been
removed from the roll. Surely there is some-
thing ambiguous about the position or somebody
did something which should not have been done.
I will1 leave it at that, but I hope that if the other
House does not take the lead, and if it is decided
that a -property qualification shall be the quali-
fication of this Chamber, a qualification will be
clearly and definitely set forth which will not
be capable of two interpretations. So long as
we have a qualification which is capable of
different interpretations, so long shall we have
people ondeavouring to put on the roll the names
of those who should not be there. The question
of giving soldiers a vote has also been referred
to. It is said that a soldier, because he fought
for his countit, should have the right to vote
for the legislative Council. If that is to be
argued, the logical deduction is that disfran.
chisement must follow for those persons who
held the qualilication and who offered their
services to the military authorities, but who
did not go. I am satisfied that the soldiers
collectively will not ask that because they served.
in the war they should be given a privilege that
cannot be extended to their parents who were
responsible for their being in the service, and I
say it would be an insult to the parents, because
if we value thuo soldier and what he has done
for us, so must we take our hats off to the parents,
or to the wives who allowed the men to go. Why
not then give them the franchise as well ? I
hope soldiers will not be led by the mere sop
that because they fought they are to have the
right to vote for this Chamber. Let the soldier
stand out as he stands to-day, second to none,
and lead the way, and let him say what he-can
truly say, that so far this country has not profited
at all by the war. To-day the franchise of this
House is whet it was at the beginning of the war,
and the soldier stands out and his friends with
him, and he asks for equitable citizenship so
that ho may carry the day. Then he can truth.
fully say, " Ican point to one standing monument.
My effort in the great war resulted in bringing
about equality 'of citizenship in the Legislature

262



[20 AUGUST, 1919.126

of our country." I thank hon. members for
their hearing and I desire to say in conclusion
that I am not pessimistic in regard to the outlook.
Hard imes are coming;, they are with us now.
It is the duty of all to so mould and create public
opinion and so direct public institutions, that
those hard times may be easily borne. I am
satisfied that the good sense of 'the people and
the resources of Australia will bring us to a
harmonious end.

Hon. J,. CUNNINGHAM (North-Thst):; In
common with other hion. members who have
spoken I desire to express my regret at the
death of our late President, Sir Henry B3riggs,
I also wish to congratulate you, Sir, on attaining
the position of President of this Chamber. I
believe with other hon. members that YOU richly
deserve the position you now occupy. The
Governor's Speech made reference to price-
fixing. Whilst listening to the remarks of Mr,
Cornell I had the pleasure of hearing him say
almost what I intend to repeat, and that is that
the price-fixing legislation proposed by the
present Government seems to me to be arriving
a little too late We know that the Labour
Government at the oatbretk of war brought
down a price-fixing Bill which was made law
and it remained on the statute- book for something
like 12 months, but when the then Labour
Government proposed to re-enact that legislation
at the end of 12 months and were successful
in passing it through another place, this House
saw fit to defeat the Bill, Since then, so far
"s I can learn, the majority of the memb ers of
this Chamber have awakened to the fact that it
would have been a good thing in the interests
of the people if that legislation had passed when
it was introduced in 19)15 or 1916. It was
claimed throughout the State that this cry of
profiteering was a delusion, arid that the business
community of Australia and particularly Westernt
Australia, were too patriotic to think of robbing
the people during the period olf the nation's
distress, that is during the war period. However,
it seems- to mte that not only are the Government
of the State convinced that robbery has been
going on, but the majority of people are realising
that there has been thieving going on ISO far as
the cost of commodities is concerned, and iti is
now proposed to introduce price fixing legisla-
tion. It is pointed out that when enacted it
wil! not have such control, or at any rate great
control over the cost of commodities which
are so necessary for the people. But -we also
know that we have in out Federal Parliament
what is known as at National Government, and
I believe they, too, are interested in this direction
and purpose passing price-fixing legislation
under the title of a Commerce Bill. it must be
fresh in the minds of members that, 18 months
age, the Labour movement in this State brought
under the notice of the then Nationalist Premier,
Sir Henry Lefroy, the need of doing something
to control the prices of the necessaries of life
in the interests of the community.

Hon. G. J. 0. W. Miles : Was not Federal
price fixing in operation then ?

Hon, J. CUNNINGHAM: Yes, but mif or.
tunately the legislation passed by the Federal
Government did not receive the sympathetic
administration it should have received. As a.
matter of fact, the very people administering

the Federal Act were not in sympathy with
price-fixing. It was pointed out that it was
against the principles of the Nationalists through-
out Australia, and against the principles of some
members of this Rouse. Sir Henry Lefroy, on
that occasion, promised to give the matter every
consideration, and agreed to appoint a Royal
Commission to inquire whether profiteering was
going on or wvhether there was any need for legisla-
tion to control the ever-increasing cost of living.
Before the Commission finished its labours,
however, the Govern ment cancelled it. Nething
came of the repeated requests from consumers
throughout the country. On second thoughts,
and no doubt to meet the demands of the people
wrho have been driven to action through the high
prices of the necessaries of life during the last
few years, the Government now propose to
introduce price-fixihg legislation If the pro -
posed legislation is in the interests of the people,
I shall do nothing to retard its progress in this
Chamber. I assure the leader of the House that
he will have my support on any effective price'
fixing legislation. I referred to the arguments
adduceed when the price fixing legislation of
1914 was before the Chamber. It was pointed
out that representatives of large trading firms
operating here were too patriotic to rob the
people ;but experience has taught us that We
have amongst us men who, while professing their
patriotism on the public platform, waving flags
and appealing to men to enlist and defend their
country, would stoop to rob thdse left behind
of some of the risoney in the shape of military
allotments left for their support. Industrial
unrest, is a matter agitating the mind of the
Government. Is it any wonder -that we have
industrial unrest when the prices of the necessaries
of life are so high and the store houses are filled
with stocks of those sell-same necessaries which
the people cannot obtain ? Owing to the heary
inocase in the cost of comm rodities, the people
are niot getting suifficient to enable them to live
on anything like the 1914 standard. This is
the cause of industrial unrest in Australia, and
it is one of the problems to be faced if we desire
to bring about an improvement in industrial
conditions. It has been pointed out by Judge
Heydon~, President of tho Arbitraion Court in
New South Wales, that the increasing of wages
cannot continue to follow the high increases in
the cost of living. Many people are of opinion
that the demands of the workers for higher wages
are responsible for the increased cost of living,
whereas it is the other way about. Those
responsible are the profiteers who manipulate
the prices, force the workers to go to the Arbitra-
tion Court and take direct action to retiain
something like their old standard of living.
Unless the Government are prepared to sct in
the direction of bringing abouit a. reduction in
the cost of living, we can only expect a con-
tinuance of the industrial unrest experienced
during the last 12 months. The workers will
net submit to a lowering of their standard of
living. They. are out to retain and improve
upon the 191.4 standard of living in this State.
Itt is opportune to point out that the policy of
the present Goerrnent contains no reference
to legislation of an industrial nature. There
is reference to a Shop and Factories Bill, bet
seeing that nothing has been done to improve
industrial legislation during the last five years
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one would surely have expected the present
Government to bring down legislation to remedy
many of the well known defects in existing laws.
There is the Arbitration Act. Union after union
has tried to bring its business before the court,
only to find many difficulties in the way to pre-
vent its getting to the court. When the Arbitra-
tion Act was passed, it was not regarded as a
perfect piece of legislation. Experience teache.
But the Governments of the last three or four
years have made no attempt to amend the Arbitra-
tion Act, to make it at least more workable
and a little more popular with the wvorkers.
The defects of the Act are well known. Those
desirous of mitigating the industrial unrest
should try to give the workers a little more
confidence in this statute. The Workers' Com-
pensation Act contains many known defects
and nothing is mentioned in the Governor's
Speech about amending it. Members ask what
can be done to bring about some measure of
better feeling between capital and labour. If
we wish to improve the feeling between capital
and labour, we must make an honest attempt
to place on the statute-book legislation which
will mean some improvement in the interests
of the workers. Nothing is suggested by the
Government in the direction of improving the
health conditions in the mining industry. I1 have
pointed out on two occasions the need for legisla-
tion to exclude consumptives from underground
work in the mines. We pride ourselves on our
advanced legislation in health matters : yet
in South Africa a worker suffering from tuber-
culosis is not allowed to work in the mines.
There, it has been realised that a workman
infected with. the tubercular germ, working in
a confined place with another man, is a danger
to the other man, and to every man in the mine.
Yet year after year we have gone on, knowing
that many onsumptiveis are working in our
mines, not only on the Golden Mile but in other

Mni ng centres, and nothing has been done.
Ithe newspaper of the 27th October, 1917, was

a report of a party of British soldiers, taken
prisoner by the Germans, having been im-
prisoned in a quarry with consunmptives, and it
was characterised as a disgrace to civilisation
that the Germans should herd together healthy
and diseased men. Let that same thing is
going on here under our very eyes year after
year, and no attempt is made to effect an im-
provement. No attempt is made to exclude
consumptives fron underground work. It may
be argued that provision would have to be made
for men so excluded from their occupation.
If that excuse is put fox-ward by the present
government or ainy other Government, I shall
say that we have not reached that stage of
civilisation in which many people claim we are
living.

Hon. G. J. 0. W. Miles: Would the State have
to provide for these consumptives?

THin. J. CUNNINGHAM: What else?
Many of them could follow a surface occupation,
not being so far advanced as to require to he
placed in a sanatorium or a home of peace.
But employment would have to be found in
other cases. That is no reason, however, why
the present state of affairs should be allowed to
continue. A tubercular case leaving the gold.
fields for the sanatorium is provided by the
Railway Department with a separate compaort-

mont in which to travel to Woorolco. Yet the
same man may have boon going down in a cage
into the mine day after day with four or five men
and working with them in the stopes. When
he has developed the disease to such an extent
that he has to go to the place w~hom all miners
go who stick to their job long enough, namely,
the sanatorium, then a separate compartment
is provided for him, segregating him from other
trav'ellers on the railways, because if has been
realised that he is a danger to the public health.
Let me repeat a few considerations I urged re-
garding the Wooroloo sanatorium when speak-
ing on the Address-in-reply last year. I pointed
out then that, under the conditions obtaining
at the sanatorium, many of the patients w'ho
enter the institution do not get a fair deal. I
refer to those came which are in the early stages
of the disease. I stated last session that the
doctor in charge of the sanatorium wvas not
receiving a fair deal either, because under such
conditions the person suffering from the disease
in an early stage is placed with a person who has
entered the sanatorium only to die. When the
sanatorium was first emted, I understood that
it wvas to be for the treatment of tubercular
ecses in the early stages, wvith a view to effecting
cures if possible. But there is no chance of that
under the conditions which obtain. The de-
pressing effect that the sight of these in the
advanced stage has on patients entering with
the diseae in an early stage, is such as to cause
the newcomers to lose heart. The patient says
to himself, "This is what I have to come to,
this is what is ahead of me. What an outlook ! "
There is no incentive for the new- patient to
try and get wvall. That is something which could
and should be remedied. Cases entering the
sanatorium in an advanced stage should he
entirely segregated from eases in the eayly stages.
Last session a measure was passed for
the settlement of returned soldiers and sailors
on the land. I have had a few com-
munications from the Land Settlement Board
asking me to supply certain particulars of
returned men who have applied for land.
Upon reading the questions, with a view
to furnishing answers, I arrived at the -con-
clusion that the returned soldier who has not
had previous experience of farming stands no
chance of having his application granted. The
title of the measure is the Returned Soldiers
and Sailors Settlement Act. But where can
the sailor possibly come in unless he has had
farming experience when very young ? If not,
there is no prospect whatever of his receiving
any of the benefits supposed to ho granted to
him by that Act. I understand also that the Act
contains provision for settlement on the land
of the dependants of 'soldiers who have been
killed. Many of those dependants are young,
perhaps 15 or 16 years of age ;and what chance
have those lads of getting any land under the
m'easure if the Land Settlement Board continue
to administer the Act as I understand they ame
doing at the present time ? In his reply the
leader of the House should at least afford some
enlightenment on these points. Let me refer
briefly to the present position of the mining
industry, and say a few words on the adminis-
tration of the Mines Department during the
last 12 months. Lest, session 's-c were told
that a sum of £.50,000 had been set aside for
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the purpose of assisting the mining industry,
but now we find that a sumn of only £E6,000 has
actually been expended in that direction. I
know for a fact that in the country north of
.Kalgoorlie the mining industry has almost gone
out of existenee ; that is, outside the wveil estab-
lished mines, Certainly some well established
mines ame still operating, but mest of the smaller
mines have gone ; and many of the prospectors
,who formerly made their living in the country
have also left the district. That state of affairs
baa been brought about by the very great in-
crease in the cost of production, including the
cost of living. Some years ago the local busi-
ness poopie could afford to back prospecting
parties. Owing to the heavy increase in the
cost of living and also increases in railway
freights, business peopie cannot now afford to
back prospecting parties. In addition, we have
the increase in the cost of steel, gelignite, end
other ruining requisites. 'These factors to a,
large extent have brought about the decline in
the mining industry, and, unless some alteration
is effected, mining in, the back country will go
out of ex~istence altogether, One of the hardest
blows that the mining industry has received since
the armkistice is the additional impost of about
12s. 6d. per case on gelignite. I have been told
by mining men qa the Eastern Goldfields that
that increase means an additional burden of
£72,000 'per annum for the industry. Very
little has been heard in the way of protest against
this additional impost. That is a most remark-
able thing. When the workers make a demand
for a slight increase in wages, they are immediate-
ly told that they are doing something which is
going to kill the industry, They will be told
this even if the demnand amounts to only a few
paltry thousand pounds per annum. But here
in one hit we have £:72,000 added to the annual
cost of production, and very little said about it.
No doubt those who could protest realise. the
position in which they find themselves. They
know that they are in the maw of the monopo-
lists of Great Britain, because shortly after the
signing of the armistice Nobel's of Glasgow
amlgamiated 37 companies manufacturing ex-
plosives in Groat Britain, and thus a combine
has been established, with the result of this
additional burden of £e72,000 per annumn on
gold production in Western Australia. These
are some of the things which aTo helping to cripple
our mining industry, and it is only right that
attention should be drawn to them, since many
people hold the opinion that it is the ever in-
cressing demands of the worker that have
brought about the Present condition of mining
in this State. Before concluding, I desire to
refer to certain remarks which Mr. Allen made
here a few nights ago. Reforring to some
victimisations at Fremnantle, Mr. Allen asked,
" Are the Trades Hall authorities prepared to
stan~d by their guarantee to the Government
that there should he no. iitindsation and
no intimidation ?" It is not the policy of
the Trades Hall to throw its protecting mantle
over those unfortunate people who were
known at Fremantle as loyalists. What the
Trades Hall agreed to was that, so far
as the Labour movement is concerned, there
should be no vendetta against these people,
that those people were not to be pursued. And
the Trades Hall have stuck to that ; there has

been no breach of their undertasking. But sa
f or going round and following up members,
'whether they be lumper. or miners or nayvies,
and standing between them and the people
known as national workers, such is not the
function of the Labour movement. That is
not the duty of what is called the Trades
Hll. It is not the policy of the Labour move-
ment to protect people whom we lock upon as
scabs and blacklegs, to put it plainl 'y. That is
the way those people are regarded. Attention
might be drawn to another aspect of this matter.
I do not know that Mr. Allen busied himself
wvhcn the families of the Fremantle lumliert
were being victimised for something like two
years after the trouble of 1917. No effort was
made by outsiders to come to their rescue. The
Labour movement had to do its best in collecting
money to feed the people who had been vietimised
through their action in 1917, It is not the policy
of Labour to go around policing those irho have
done something detrimental to organised Labour.
Mr. Hickey referred to the strike in Meekstharra
in 1916. Some 40 or 50 men left Meekatharra
and went to Kalgoorlie. When they made
application for employment they were asked
by the employers whence they had come, and
on stating that they had come from Meeka-
tharra they found there Was no work. There
is victimisation. Yet no member in this House
other than a Labour member, tried to do any-
thing about that. Now we are expected to
throw the mantle of Labour over those unfortu-
nate people in Fremantle. I do not intend to say
very much in connection with the trouble which
took place in Fremantle. We all admit that it
was most unfortunate. I believe it would have
been settled had it been taken in band by the
Government earlier. But the trouble was not
handled as firmly as it should have been and,
in consequence, we had that fiasco en the Sunday
morning. It has left a great deal of bitterness,
but I do not know that we can improve things
by eontinually referring to it. I believe that
we have constitutional means for remedying
some of the ills under which we labour. Mr,
Cornell pointed cut that political action was
useless, and said also that direct action was not
only useless but was a menace to society. If
political action is no good, and if direct action
is even worse, what means are the workers to
adept to bring about any betterment of their
conditions ? The only thing remaining is to
crawl and smoodge. I believe wie can, by con-
stitutional means, bettor the conditions of the
people, not only of Western Australia but of
the Commonwealth. Iff a proper feeling is
desired between the capitalists and the workers,
the capitalists %iU have to meet the workers
in a more friendly manner than in the past.
Every advance that has been made by Labour
to better the conditions of the people has been
met by the employers nith open hostility. They
have never made any advance to meet the
workers in the direction of trying to under.
stand their wants and requirements wvith a view
of legislating to bring abont a better state of
affairs. When the employers are prepared to*do that and to give the workers a fair deal, we
may expect a better feeling than obtains at
present ; but as long as the employers sit back
and fight all1 industrial legislation we shall con-
tinue to find ourselves surrounded by the unrest
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of to-day. Unless the cost of living is reduced
this unrest will certainly continue ; because the
workers realise that -it not a matter of going to
the Arbitration Court and getting is. a day
increase. They know that what is necessary
is to reduce the cost of living. They go to the
court asking for an increase in wages and they
get, perhaps, li. a day increase. But. the
profiteer has the right to increase the cost of
living, and so within three monthis after the
award is delivered the evidence on which it is
based has been destroyed by the increased cost
of living. When the Government are prepared
to control the cost of living some better feeling
will be brought about between the wvorker and
the employer.

lHon. V, FIAMERSLFJY (E-ast): I deeply
regret the loss sustained by the death of
the late -President, Land I congratulate you,
Sir, upon your' elevation to the presidential
Chair. We all appreciate your marked
ability for thle position, and we have the

iniost confidence in your determination to
fully protect the rights and privileges of
thle House. I trust you will have long life
8nd health to continue for many years in
your hononrable position. Also I wish to
c-xteind a welcome to Mr. Panton. With
other hon. members, I deplore the almost uini-
versal industrial unrest and tine greatly iii-
crealsed yost of living. I do not hold that.
the work of repatriation should have been
put in hand ijong ago. The soldiers have
dlone much for us, and I. am convinced that
Western A ustralia andl the ommnonwealIth
intend to do justly by the soldiers. But it
is clear that to have gone ahead too hastily
witin repatriation schemes would have beeii
to invite serious andi perhiaps costly is-
takes. 'While our men were away at the
Front the available labour remaining in tine
S9tate was reduced to a Oinilnun, and pro-
ducation w~ould have ceased altogethner had
that labour been dliverted to the preparing,
of farilis in anticipation of the return of
tine soldiers. 'For want of labour our pro-
ducation has been greatly reduced. I feel
that the stahsie of our wheat, when produc-
tion shall have resu med anornmal proportions,
will do much to help thle State out of her
fnancial difficulties. 'it is all very wel] to
find fault with the Goverinment for not
haying Made more rapid headway with
repntriat ton but when we rememnber the
strain luder which the State has beeni
working, It will be seen that much has
already been done.

lion. -1. Corntell: Even the machinery Act
w-as not passed until the ;var was wvon.

ROILn V. RIAMFJTSLEY: A. great many re-
turned soldiers have not been very anxious to
leave6 thle towns. I agree with Mr. Pauton,
whno said the other night that, owing to
thle strain they had been under, many of
Ihem were not anxious to embark upon any
dTefinlite vocation until they should have en-
inyfi a brief spell. They hla-ve practically
ecsed to take any responsibility for any-
thing. They were so long waiting to carry
out tine work they were ordered to do

thlat they were not inlined to jump into.
the aew life before them, and rake the
responsibilities attached to whatever they
inight undertake. The lPremnier is to be con-
gratulated upon the great work he baa.
now started ini the matter of land- settle-
mnu, and the great impetus to that settle-
meat which has taken place. I well re-
memcaber passing through the Lands Depart-

meaut some months ago when one'~s foot-
stops echoed down the corridor fromi one
chd to the other. The inactivity of the
Lands Department has been a blight upon
the counitry for the last four years. Those,
who were likely to onibark upon the land
Fad their confidence destroyed.

Hon. .1. Cornell: That is to say they were
u-airig for the Hon. JFas. Mfitchell to be-
cnic Minister for Lands,

Ron, IT. HAM ERSLEY : The fact re-
mins that within a week of -Mr. MNitchiell

taking over thle P~remiershiip a very differ-
eat position arose. I heard one or two.
lhlon lIa the Lands Department remark that
there was a different atmosphere about the
plane n.ow. Within the last day or -twoI
nave been astonished to find the number
of people who are eagerly scanning thle
in apst to take up land, and the numnbe-r of
in1qUiries that are being made. There. aire
also many people eagerly inquiring for
s;ome of the land] originally taken up,
anutl there are 11101 beginning to scotil the
hack country to find some property which
they r.an secuire. Thle Premier has startedl
thlat enthlusiasml 50 IleC8salv to the life of
the enmninity , which will restore in aa
great nicasuire the confidence of the public
nld our financial institutions. If the Pre-
mlier 's enthusiasm has this eff-ect, it will

go a long way towards the repatriation of
our soldiers. Repatriation does not rest
entirely with the Government, but rests
too wi th the coennuitni ties in which the
settlers are going to start their new life.
The surlrouinling settlers can don vry nichb
thit the Government cannot dlo for thome
people.

Hfon. HT. _-illington: There arc, mny of
his old victims eagerly inquiring for buyers.

HoA. AT. HTAMERSLEY: We have haod
here tilat is cheaper than ill anys other part
of the world nod climatic conditions whic!h
cannot be beaten. Mr. MNills. referred Ino
tile nplIortlinitieS inen have for settii onl
Phe pastoral areas, and said that a suitable

]ionic could be built for £C50. I agmre-4 with
hlinI.t have iheard the remark niade, by
old settlers tihat a hl~ulow log will lake a
very good ihome at timues. Tni tilese days
the east ofT a llama should not be one of tile
fffst. tihings to wiieh attention should1( be
devoteil. Many of our finest settlers9 have
done' withlout expensive homnes for a few
years. 'While a main is single lie does Ilot re-
quire to have a large hlouse on Ilis select-ion.
When his selection reaches. that stage of de-
velopilent whlen hie call bring a irife to it, hie
CaRl build his hounse alnd we shlall then be 011
the right road to success with our closer sot-
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tiement scheme. Attention can then be turned
by our settlers to dairying. Without a family-
a settler cannot well make a success of
dairying. Elvery country which has made
a success of this industry has done so by
mueans of child labour. We cannot timee
this industry until men who have settled
on our lands have got their families grow-
ing uip around them, from which they' will
derive the necessary labour to enable ti-ra
to carry on their operations.. The absence
of our men at the Front has made it impos-
sible for settlers to rely upon the necessary
labour required to develop their farms. Many
important works would have been embarked
upon had it not been for the scarcity of
labour, because the owners dared not
start them lest it should be impossible to
get the necessary labour to complete them.
'In time we shall find that men *will be
prepared to take on the responsibilities of
farmning. With the return of our soldiers,
greater confidence and a greater feeling
of security will be engendered amongst the
investing public. We shall then be able to'
re-open some of our larger areas and in nl
probability our mining industry will go
ahead again. Thre mining industry could not.
have continued when gold had to be sold at
a fixed price. The working costs have gone
uip and values in the mines have gone down.
Wages have also increased, so that gold
production has been anything but a, payable
business. Those who represent the mining
areas in Parliament will have a bard row to
hoe to keep their electors in their districts.
There is indeed a danger of an exodus from
the fields to the pastoral areas. We hope to
have thousands of men coming to -us from
overseas. This magnificent country is bound
to attract men to-day. With this coaffdeuce
in the country and its finances restored, 1t
feel satisfied there will be very much better
progress made in our raining industry. I
am also con-fident that w6 shall receive better
prices for our wheat, and that wheat growing
will become a sound proposition in this State.
It is a good thing to have had ouar present
Premier to take hold of the destinies of the
country. It has been chaimed that one of the,
panaceas oa our evils is the taxation of, unim-
.proved land adjoining onr railways. I do
not altogether agree with that idea, nor with
the idea that we have built enough Triways.
It has been said that we have too great a
mileage of railway per head of tbe popula-
tion when compared with other countries.
We have no need to be afraid of this posi-
tion but should be proud of it. I hope we
shall keep well ahead of other countries in
this respect. We may 6onsider that the cost
of railways here is so much less than it is
in other parts uf the world. If it is not, it
should be. Mr. Teesdale Smith once offeredl
to build 1,000 miles of light railway to open
uip this State at a east of a million pounds.
That was the price at which he considered
railways should be built here. This country
i.3 very poorly supplied with rivers. We have
no means of transport except by either road
or railway. If we want to develop our inland
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resources we must build roads, but if we can
bald railways as cheaply as that it is better
to do so. That being the ease, we should
net compare the mileage per head of the
population with that appertaining in other
States bat should take into consideration the
cast at which the work can be done. Those
who took up land along the raways 'have
probably had to pay more f or it. The Gov-
ernment are also reaping the benefit of the
revenues derived from increased prices put
upon the land through which the railways
ran before that land had been taken up.

Hon. 0I. J. G. W. Miles: What about the
land held before the railways were built?

Hlon. V. HAMERSLEY: So far as that
land is concerned I think the majority of
people who held it sold it and got out of
the country, and unfortunately for those who
bought fit they felt they had rather the worst
end of the bargain. Certainly they did, and
so far as the unimproved value was concerned
they paid for it very dearly. I put this
qtiestion to these who think in that direction,
that had it not been for those people at the
end of the railways which were built the
people living in the towns would have starved
or else would have had 'to pay high prices for
their produce, because in the absence of rail-
way7s that produce would have had to be
carted over grreat distances. At the present
time it is suggested that an Act of Parlia-
ment shall be passed to control the cost of
living. If the railways had not beet built
years ago an Act would have been demanded
by the people in the towns as against those
in the country districts to keep down the cost
of commodities. However, that was not
done, and it is a good thing for the State
that it was not done. The railways have
been cheaply conistructed, hut I am not satis-
fied that we are getting the best results. -Up
to the present time I do not know what the
position is with regard to the Commissioner
who is to be appointed. There might have
been some mention made of the matter in the
Governor'is Speech. We have been looking
forward to drastic, changes in the Railway
Department. T am convinced that the Mid-
land Railway, which is controlled by a com-
pany, is giving munch more satisfaction to the
people served by it than is the case with the
State ownied railways. It wouild be interest-
ing to make a comparison between the two
systems. Personally I think the result would
be in favour of the privately owned company.

Hon. H. J. Saunders! The Midland Rail-
way is run at a loss.

Hon. V. HAMERSIJEY: The State rail-
ways are also being run at a loss. The loss
on the Midland Railway, I believe, is due to
the fact thi the company have to pay very
heavy State and Federal taxation. Of course
that is a very severe drain on their resourcs.
'With. regard to our own railways and thle
question of education, it is a pity we have
net been able to make greater use of them
to reduce the number of schools in the noun.-
t-v districts. It seems to me that it would
be a simple matter to run motor vehicles on
the Tris. these could travel over many
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miles and take manny children to *choot.
The vehicles could also be utilised to carry
a few passengers, mnails, and parcels from
time to time. In many instances I am con:'
vunced we are not getting the best service
foot our country railways. I should be glad
to see a definite appointment made to con-
trol the system, and then to see whether we
cannot get more up to date methods intro-
duced. I would like to have Keen some men-
tion made in the Governor's Speech of an
agricultural college. This question, I1 under-
stood, was being taken up by the Govern-
meat. If we did establish an agricultural
eollege in the State it should be one that
we could be proud of. It should he in a
sufficient area of ground that would leave
room for much work to be carried out. The
misfortune we have suffered under is that
our overhead charges have become too great.
The .establishment -gets overloaded with
buildings and it is not in a sufficiently con-
venient position to attract the number of
students required to smake it a successful in-
stitution. Preparation should be made for
a large number of students. They need not
necessarily be drawn from witbin the State,
but we should anticipate getting a number
from the Old Country or from the outside
world. There are miany who would take ex-
ception to my suggestion that a large area
should be set aside, but I would like to stress
the poiult that it should be a large area so
that the students would be convinced in
their own minds that they had gone through
a comnplete course of training, and at the
same time those who would be likely to em-
ploy thiem afterwards would be more eonL-
vineed. of tlq value of the education the stu-
dents hkad received. We would in that way
experience greater success. There arc many
properties which require managers and those
in control of them would invariably ap-
proach an agricultural college and select stu-
cleats from such an institution. -1 hope the
Government will not lose sight of these facts
which T have related. 'When an agricultural
college is established, an nrea should also
he set aside for forestry, because we wvant
every one of the settlers who has a large.
property to give his attention to forestry.
Every one of these estates, must give its at-
tention to its own supplies of firewood and
its own supplies of wood on its own pro-
perty for fencing- purpioses in the future.
Hence the manager we shall want to employ
will have to be someone who will give his
attention to that kind of thing. .I mention
these matters because, as time goes on, it
will be found more and more necessary to
give attention to these questions. -We cannot
expect to give satisfaction to those who are
likely to require the services of graduates
from such a College, unless the College is
established on wide lines. Before I conclude
T desire to endorse the remarks made by Mr.
Rose to-day, when he referred to the work
which was being done by the Ugly Men's
Asocintion in the way of educating and
training some of the returned soldiers and
others who have to await the decisions of

the Lands Departmieut or the military aul-
thorities before they can turn their atten-
tion to sonic definite pursuit. I have seen.
some of these young fellows about town,
anti felt sorry for them, because time ap-
peared to he hanging heavily on their hands.
They are being given an opportunity to learn
a little about tinsithing, blackgimithing and
carpentry, and various other things which
will be of the utusost value to thema, aad I
feel that the, people who are doing such
good work are doing more perhaps than
those who put their hands into their pockets
and give £5, £10, or £20. I thank hon. nmen-
bers for their attention during the oppor-
tumnity .I have had of making these few re-
marks.

On ]notion by the Minister for Education
debate adjourned.-

Homse odjoursod at 9.30 p.m

tetelative tlesembWv,
Wod7cncsday, 20th Aikoptst, 1919.
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Chair at 4,30

QUEST ON-PINE PLANTATION,
* LUDLOW.-

Mn 'PICKERING asked the Minister for
Tvines: 1, What is thle reason for nutting
down the large area of pines on the Ludlow
ldlantation 2, Who was responsible for the
planting of the pines, and what was the
cost? 3, What is the intention of the depart-
muent with regard to the denuded area? 4,
If this action was necessitated owing to en
error in planting, what is the estimated les
to the State consequent thereupon?

The HlONORA&RY MINISTER (for the
Minister for Mines) replied: 1, Because
they were dying. 2, Forestry Advis-
ory Board, nonsitiug of Mr. Adams, Mr.
.T. C. Port, and Sir Newton Moore. The cost
will be ascertained. 3, Replant with a pine
that will grow (viz., Maritime Plue) in the
soil and climate of the district. 4, This can
only be ascertained when. the pines being
cut are sold.
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